Research Methodology

Fall, 2014
Instructor: Dr. Kang, Nam Joon

Office: Haengpa 405

Office Phone: 02-2077-7764

Email: nohkang@hotmail.com
Goals

This course introduces various types of research methodologies and ultimately supports learners to design their own research for a MA thesis and essay writing. It also presents different types of research methodologies in that learners are able to learn ways for eliciting research topics, raising research questions, selecting methodologies for collecting data, techniques for analysing those collected data, and skills for reporting findings from the conducted research. 
Objectives

From this course students are able to 

● understand types of researches and their respective purposes

● design their own research

● learn how to elicit research topics

● raise research questions

● choose appropriate research methodologies for their own research

● practice ways for collecting and analysing data

● improve skills for reporting the findings from their own research suitable for MA thesis level
Reference

1. Robson, Colin, 1998, Real World Research, Blackwell

2 MA thesis and articles from academic journals.

Grading Policy

Attendance 15%

Participation 15%
Weekly Assingment 20%
Midterm Assingment 20%
Final Assngment and presentation 30%
Weekly Objectives. 

	
	Objectives
	Activities
	Reading 
	Homework

	1
	Introduction

Phylosophical approaches for academic research
	Lecture and discussion
	Chap. 1 
	Focused questions

	2
	Developing proposals of an individual research

-focus on the research topic

-developing the research questions

-establishing hypothesis using literature and own practices.
	Lectures:
Models of the research process 

Discussion:

Individual research topics and questions 
	Chap. 2

Thesis
	Focused questions

Research topics and questions

	3
	Choosing a research strategy

-explore experimental methodology

-survey methodology

case study methodology

-establishing trustworthiness 
	Presentation
About own research topics and questions.

Lecture:
Different types of research methodology 

Discussion
Research methodologies used in other research reports.
	Chap 3
	Finalizing research topics and questions

Focused questions

Evaluation of research methodologies.

	4
	Looking for Experimental Design

-Experimentation and Causality

-Laboratory Experiments and the Real World

-Field Experiments

-True and quasi experimental design
	Presentation:
About own research methodology.

Lecture:
types of experimental design and its pros and cons.

Discussion:
Self analysis of different types of experimental design
	chap. 4

Articles
	Redesigning own research methodologies. 

Focused questions

Analysis of experimental designs 

	5
	Designing Small Surveys

-Concepts of surveys

-Pros and Cons of survyes

-Types of surveys

-Ways of sampling.

-Eliciting questions for survey
	-Presentation
Redesigned experimental design.

-Lectures:
Different types of survey, pros and cons, selecting samples, and making questions.

-Discussion
Analysing survey methods and questions 

Designing survey methods, samples and questions. 
	Chap. 5

Articles
	-Rationales for using or not using experimental design.

-Focused questions

-Analysis of surveys

	6
	Designing Evaluation

-the importance evaluation

-Defining Evaluation

-Differing Approaches

-Purposes of Evaluation

-Carrying out an Evaluation
	-Presentation
Redesigned survey methods and questions

-Lectures:
Definitions, purposes, carrying out of evaluation.

-Discussion
Analysing evaluation methods of other thesis.

Designing own evaluation 
	Chap.

7

Thesis
	-Designing own survey methods and questions.

-Focused questions

-Analysis of Evaluation

	7
	Designing Case Studies.

-Developing a conceptual framework

-Developing set of research questions and topic.

-Selection of Data -Collection Techniques

-Types of case study
	-Presentation
Redesigned evaluation 

-Lectures:
Revising case study methodology, topic and questions. Selection of data collection techniques

-Discussion
Analysing case studies in terms of balance between research topic and data collecting methods. 

Redesigning own case study. 
	Chap.

6
	-Designing of evaluation methods for own research.

-Focused questions

-Analysis of case study methodologies.

	8
	Mid-term Essay

Analysis of one's own research on the basis of literature.
	
	
	

	9
	Observational Methods

-Advantages and disadvantages of observation

-Approaches to observation

-Participant observation

-Observation Biases

-Structured Observation
	-Lectures:
Different approaches of observation, and pros and cons of observation, 

-Discussion
Analysing observation types.

Designing own observation methods, 
	Chap.

8

Thesis
	-Focused questions

-Analysis of observation of thesis 

	10
	Interviews and Questionnaires

-Advantages and disadvantages of intervies

-Types and Styles of Interviews

-Content of the interview'Carrying out structured and semi structured interviews

-Self completed questionnaires.

-The coding of responses. 
	-Presentation
Redesigned observation

-Lectures:
Interview types, pros and cons of interviews, and ways for collecting data techniques

-Discussion
Analysing interview questionnaires of other thesis.

Redesigning own interview questionnaires.
	
	-Designing own observation type

-Focused questions

-Analysis of interview questionnaires of other researches.

	11
	Unobtrusive Measures and other Approaches

-Trace measures

-Using Documents

-Using Data Arichives

-Using Multiple Methods
	-Presentation
Redesigned Interview questionnaires

-Lectures:
Introduction of other approaches. 

-Discussion
Pros and cons of other approaches
	Chap.

10

Thesis
	-Redesigning one's own interview questions.

-Focused questions

-Analysis of appropriateness of using documents and multiple methods.

	12
	The Analysis of Quantitative Data

-Creating Data set

-Exploring the Data Set

-Exploring Relationships between Two Variables

-Exploring Relationships between Three or More Variables.

-Exploring Differences
	-Lectures:
Exploring Quantitative Data.

-Discussion
Practicing Analysis Techniques of Quantitative Data.
	Chap

11
	-Designing one's own Quantitative Data Analysis. 

-Focused questions

-Analysis of Quantitative Data Research

	13
	The Analysis of Qualitative Data

-Types of Qualitative Analysis

-General Strategies for Analysis

-Carrying out Anlysis during Data Collection

-Analysis on Completion of Data Collection.
	-Presentation
Self report of Quantitative Data Analysis 

-Lectures:
Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis.

-Discussion
Analysis of Qualitative researches. 

Redesigning own case study. 
	Chap

12
	-Redesigning one's own Qualitative Data collection methods and Analysis.

-Focused questions

-Analysis of other qualitative researches. 

	14
	Reporting on the Enquiry

-Case study reporting skills

-Models of Change Process.
	-Presentation
Redesigned Qualitative Research 

-Lectures:
Reporting skills.

Action Research.

-Discussion
Analysing writing skills used for reporting findings, making conclusion, limitation, and references, etc. of a thesis 
	Chap

13 & 14
	-Designing Qualitative Research Methods and Analysing Techniques.

-Focused Questions

-Analysis of Reporting parts of a thesis.

	15
	Final Essay

Final Report of one's own research
	
	
	The final essay will be due to hand in. 


