




Prologue 

Introduction 

This portfolio is designed to show my best works and 

developments to principals in the middle school or high 

school. 



Prologue 

Teaching is the area of beliefs. Teachers believe that students will enhance their language skills, and 

students believe that teacher will facilitate them to make their goals. Therefore, I think that the 

place where your belief begins is the classroom they are in.  

As a teacher, I imagine three beliefs from me, class, and students. Firstly, 

I have belief in me. I have been learning how to teach effectively, and I 

keep improving my teaching skills. I have highly educated in teaching 

through the Sookmyung Women’s University TESOL program. Secondly, 

I have belief in class. The class is where the group working and 

collaborative interaction happens. In class, students learn by negotiating 

meaning. To facilitate students’ interaction, teacher should make 

effective lesson plans for actual teaching in class. The classroom is the 

place where another belief is formed.  



Prologue 

Lastly, I have belief in students. Students develop their 

language skills in class and get exposure to group works. 

They learn through interaction by collaborating with 

other students. They keep improving their proficiency, 

but sometimes they get lost when their learning freezes. 

As a teacher, we help students to go next stage quickly 

without learning halt. 

 

All beliefs combined and maximized by collaborating 

each other. And, I believe that we should keep beliefs in 

mind for better teaching and learning.  



Resume 

A Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

Certificate 

   Belief 1 :   
      About me 



Belief 1 

Resume 
Kyeongran Jang (AKA. Sally Jang) 
Yongmoon-dong, Yongsan-gu, Seoul 

Cell: 010-6478-2847 
E-mail: jastart@naver.com 

  
Objective 
A rewarding position teaching English classes for adults 
  
Summary of Qualification 
-Highly educated in teaching through the Sookmyung University TESOL program 
-Achievement-oriented and successful experiences in teaching through volunteer activities 
-Strong leadership, creativity, and excellent people skills 
  
Education 
2014-present  Sookmyung University TESOL MA program, Expected graduation Feb., 2016 
2013             Sookmyung University TESOL program 
2003-2006     B.A., in Accounting, Namseoul University, Cheonan, Graduated Feb., 2007 

  

mailto:jastart@naver.com


Belief 1 
  
Experience 
 
2014-present   Assistant Teacher, English in Action Writing, Sookmyung University TESOL MA program 
  * Teach English to university students in English in Action Writing class 
  * Create lesson plans and plan for activities and materials 
  * Develop students’ ideas and thoughts during interaction 
  * Evaluate students’ performance 
  
2009-present   Sales Assistant Manager, Otronix Co., Ltd., Yongsan, Seoul 
  * Issue Purchase Orders to domestic and international makers 
  * Adjust shipping schedules and process customs with correct harmonized code 
  * and Free Trade Agreement(FTA) clauses 
  * Report sales results monthly and annually 
  * Create and Organize commercial catalogues or posters 
  * Adjust opinions between customers and makers 
 
2007-2008     Shop Assistant Manager, Against All Odds, Orlando in the U.S. 
  * Introduced newly launched products at the shop 
  * Promoted various brands of clothes and shoes and organized sales 
  * Ensured that proper stock controls and levels are maintained 
  * Acquired the common business lingo and language 
  



Belief 1 

Activities 
2009-2013     Taught languages at Language Exchange Club 
  * Successfully taught various languages such as English, Korean, and Japanese in English to 
   both Koreans and foreigners. 
  * Taught novice, intermediate, and advanced classes and coordinated lesson contents  
   depending on their levels. 
  * Effectively used reference books and websites to build grammar and punctuation skills. 
 
2009-2010     Taught Business English to colleagues at Otronix Co., Ltd. 
  * Responsibly led English class related to business English. 
  * Involved in educational improvement initiatives that focused on building various  
    expressions in Business English such as email and phone communication.  
  * Encouraged learners to become active classroom participants. 
 
References 
Available upon requests 
 



Belief 1 

A Statement of Teaching Philosophy  

I have seen many of cases of classroom interaction and authentic materials which helped students when 

they learn English as their second language. To teach students effectively, we had to consider students’ 

purposes why they learn English, how to teach them during the class, and which teaching methods will be 

helpful. Through the English in action writing classes I taught for Sookmyung Women’s University students, 

I learned the importance of teacher’s role. A teacher is a facilitator who helps students to go to the next 

stage smoothly and quickly. As a role of facilitator, I believe that we should consider students’ motivation, 

autonomy, and mediation. 

 

First, I believe that motivation is very important in language learning. Understanding of students’ purposes 

are related with a main goal and teaching objectives, and the purposes are connected with motivation. 

When students have their purpose in real life, they will learn English with their own interests. As a teacher 



Belief 1 

or a facilitator, I believe that we are supposed to guide them by giving them a question why students 

themselves want to learn English. For example, a teacher may provide students check-lists and letting 

students check for their aims. Or, by providing students time for brainstorming in groups, they may find 

the reason why they study English during group work. Once students have a clear goal, they will engage 

in learning English enthusiastically to make their own goals.  

 

Second, I believe that developing students’ autonomy is important and helping students to develop their 

autonomy is teacher’s role. As a facilitator, we should let students know how to monitor their progress 

themselves. Students will be trained through questions in the classroom such as what topic is, why it the topic 

important. Therefore, I guide them to figure out the answers to these questions, and let them find their answers 

by themselves. The answers can be provided from a teacher, peers, and themselves during activities. When 



Belief 1 

students get used to do this monitoring their performance, they may ask themselves and have answers by 

developing their autonomy. As a teacher, I believe that we should let 

students know the way of shortcut of language learning by developing their autonomy through scaffolding 

materials or activities. 

 

Finally, I believe that teacher should provide students opportunities to use useful tools when they learning 

English. Effective use of tools including language itself is important. This is mediation (Gagnepain Jean, 1990). 

Through collective activities in groups or pairs, students may have a chance to learn how to use the tools such 

as L1 (Korean), L2 (English), books, materials, and etc. As a facilitator or a teacher, I believe that we should let 

students know the effective ways to enable them to use appropriate tools so that they can go to the next stage 

more quickly. 

 



Belief 1 

In conclusion, I believe that a teacher is a facilitator who helps students to make their own goals by 

considering students’ motivation, autonomy and mediation. Through teaching, we may have students think 

about their goals to achieve. As a facilitator, I provide scaffolding for activities and authentic materials which 

will encourage students’ engagement. To supports students when they learn English, as a teacher, I believe 

we should help them to get used to how to learn effectively. In order to do so, I use scaffolding at first and 

remove it little by little by helping students build for themselves. 

  

 



Belief 1 

Certificate 



Lesson Plan 1 & Reflection 1 

Lesson Plan 2 & Reflection 2 

Lesson Plan 3 & Reflection 3 

   Belief 2 :   
     Belief in my class 



Lesson Plan 1  

Practicum 1 Lesson Plan 
 
Week 1: Ice Braking Activities 
Topic: Self-introduction and Relationship 
 

Objective:  
•to understand the process of subject. 
•to integrate and connect with one another through activities. 
•to encourage listening and writing to others. 
•to creating a good atmosphere for learning and encouraging 
cooperation. 
 

Time: Thu, 6:00 – 7: 5o 
 

Number of Students: 25 students  
 

Overview of the lesson on Thursday: Thursday, September 3, 
2015 



3 

6:55~7:05 Break     

7:05~7:20 

(15mins) 

Activity 3 

(Group writing I) 

Personalities in Names (Self-introduction) 

This is the small group activity. Each S will get a piec

e of paper and a pencil/pen. Ss will write down their 

name vertically down the paper. With every alphabet 

written down, Ss will write a key word to represent e

ach alphabet that is related to themselves. Once don

e, fold their paper and drop it into the tissue box. Bi

g sister will have to randomly pick a piece of paper f

rom the box, and she will read keywords out and the 

person pointed out will have to give a self-introducti

on to the others and explain what does the keyword

s written have relation with themselves. 

Each S attach name tag after this activity. 

Pieces of papers w

hich drown grids 

  

Pen/pencil 

  

Name tag 

7:20~7:45 

(25mins) 

Activity 4 

(Group writing II) 

Escape from the desert island 

Bs provide authentic context and give Ss materials (p

icture cards and empty A3 size paper) for 5 min. Eac

h group will make a poster about ‘the best way to es

cape from the desert island by using three tools’ for 

15 min. Bs help groups when Ss make posters. After 

making posters let them attach it on the wall so that 

other groups can see the posters for 5 min. 

Pictures cards 

Markers 

A3 paper 

tapes 

  

7:45~7:50 

(5mins) 

Wrap-up 

  

Closing 

The time for closing comments  

Reminding Writing assignment and Classing 

  

  

  

Time Process Activity Materials 

  

6:00~6:15 

(15mins) 

Introduction  Greeting 

Introduce about class and explain about cours

es with hand-outs. Some Ss who do not have t

he name tag will create their own name tags. 

Name tag 

Hand-outs 

  

  

6:15~6:30 

(15mins) 

Activity 1 

(Warm-up) 

Secret Identity 

Ss secretly write down the name of a person o

n a post-it note. Ss go around and ask people 

yes or no questions about who is on their back

. They can ask each person one question. The 

S who can do it in the least number of questio

ns wins.  

Post-it and pens 

  

6:30~6:55 

(25mins) 

Activity 2 

(Whole group a

ctivity) 

Tower Block 

Ss will pick a piece of paper which explains wh

o they are. Following one role card written, eac

h student (S) should find where they live in a b

uilding by asking each other and figure out wh

ich floor which room number they are living in. 

The floors and room numbers marked on the 

ground, and each S occupy their room. Groups 

are created by standing in the same floor. For 

example, 1st floor becomes Group 1, 2nd floor 

becomes Group 2. Separate to 4~5 teams. 

Pieces of papers 

and printed mate

rials 

  



 

 

You are the secretary of an alumni association in 

elementary school. The event of elementary school 

reunion will be held soon. You got asked to write an email 

in English to Jason who moved to the US after when he 

was 8 years old. Now, you will inform reunion information 

to Jason via email refer to following formal notice. Please 

write an email to Jason to inform key information of 

elementary school reunion. 

 

 

 

OO초등학교 제 20회 동창회 안내문 

OO초등학교 제 20회 동창 여러분! 

아름다운 추억을 나눌 수 있다는 것은 참으로 행복입니다. 해마다 고향에서 모임

을 가져오다가 금년 2015년 모임은 서울의 남산타워에서 야경을 바라보면서 보고

싶은 친구들과 마주앉아 정다운 추억의 이야기 꽃으로 밤을 보내고자 합니다. 

  

한 분도 빠짐없이 가족동반 참석하여 새로운 추억을 만들어 주시면 감사하겠습니

다. 

  

 일시: 2016년 9월 5일 (토요일) 오후 7시 

 장소: 서울 동대입구역 6번출구  

 Tel: 010-8282-4885 

  

2015년 8월 21일 

OO초등학교 회장 OOO 배상 

Writing Homework 



Reflection 1 
After all of meetings and efforts from all of us, finally the ice-breaking activities are finished this week. I appreciate to my partner Minjoo, professor van Vlack, and big sisters. 

Without their helps I could not go through. I also appreciate to our students who participate in class enthusiastically. It was first time for me to teach in the class room, so I 

experienced what worked and what did not work. Through this reflections reports, I believe that I would fine clearer issues I should consider. 

 

1. What worked? Why? 

Since it was the first and second classes we taught, Minjoo and I made the lesson plans for ice-breaking. During the class, I am satisfied when I think about the classroom 

atmosphere. Students enjoyed very much with games, and I believe various ice-breaking games provided students to get to know each other. Pleasant and vivid mood helped 

students talk more with others. 

 

2. What did not work? Why? 

First, when Minjoo and I give instructions before activities, I think some of instructions were not clear. While playing ice-breaking games, they were confused and asked several 

times about games. I think that it happened because we did not emphasize key points in sequence. Second, I found that time should be always flexible. In first class on Tuesday, 

we could not play the personality game because of lack of time. Besides, in second class on Thursday, one of activities were finished 10 minutes earlier than we planned. I was in 

panic when the activities were done later or earlier. Although we made plans considering possible situations, actual classroom required flexible and changeable time line. 

 

3. What can I do better next time? 

First, when it comes to the instruction, professor van Vlack suggest to use ppt when we give the instructions after Tuesday class. We used ppt on Thursday and it seemed that it 

worked well compared to previous class. Also, I think that it is important to make the classroom mood let students ask freely any time when they have questions. Then, 

classroom interaction will go smoothly. Second, when it comes to time limit, I believe experiences in field will resolve the problem. Since it is changeable and flexible in the 

actual classroom, enough plans will make it easier to proceed. This is real teaching, and I am learning. I am glad to be here to have opportunity to teach with issues I should 

find. 

Self reflection 



Reflection 1 Peer reflection 

I also appreciate you for your help. 

You did a good gob, even if the first class. Personally, I lid the " Escape form the desert island" activity. It can come up with students' creative idea and it also interest to make 

story. I hope we will be help and share each other to do better in the future. 

I agree that clear direction was helpful for us to understand what to do and how to do. On Thursday, giving direction by PPT made me understand what you want us to do. 

Also, even though it was the first class, you managed the class step by step calmly. I enjoyed those activities and I could see that the students enjoyed too.  

Through direction of PPT, students understood the direction of activity and game more easily and clear than explanation in a blackboard. It was very effective way to understand 

than before. 

Kyeongran, firstly congratulations on teaching a class for the first time! It's not an easy task, also considering that this is the first time you are meeting the students, too! It's 

good to know that you've experienced how important giving clear directions through powerpoint makes such a difference for the group activities. It's also good that you've 

learned how important it is to be flexible with time. Teachers make decisions all the time in class, and especially when doing group work, teachers have less control of time 

compared to when they're simply lecturing. So, it's always good to have more activities up your sleeve, and to push them to produce more high quality output, especially since 

your students' levels are quite high. This means making the activities more challenging, especially towards the end, e.g. rather than simply identifying three objects, they could 

have written a story about how they would escape. But well done on a great first attempt!  



Lesson Plan 2  

Practicum 1 Lesson Plan 
 
Week 12: Narration 
 
Topic: Study abroad 
 
Objective:  
• to have students create an narrative essay by having enough 

details and ideas that are clearly started 
• to have students have a clear goal in their writing 
• to introduce the idea of revision as a major part of the writing 

process 
 
Time: Thu, 6:00 – 7: 5o 
 
Number of Students: 13 students  
 
Overview of the lesson on Tuesday: Tuesday, November 17, 
2015 



Time Process Activity Materials 

  

6:00~6:10 

(10mins) 

Introduction  Greeting 

Introduce about class and explain about 

courses.  

ppt 

  

  

6:10~6:20 

(10mins) 

Activity 1 

(Warm-up) 

What happened 

-Each group make a story with one stran

ge picture. 

-After making stories in group, each gro

up will present their story to other group

s. 

  

ppt 

(4 Pictures) 

6:20~6:35 

(15mins) 

Activity 2 

(group writing 

activity I) 

Brainstorming and Outlining 

-First, give Ss the specific audience and 

purpose such as Exchange students prog

ram essay contest through the website. S

upposed all Ss took participate in this co

ntest. Anonymous people can vote for th

e best essay at the end.  

  

-Ss have time for brainstorming individu

ally and in groups. Provides Ss pictures a

nd comments to help their brain stormin

g and have them make a list in order ab

out what they did when they were studyi

ng abroad by using their imagination.  

  

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

  

6:35~6:50 

(15mins) 

Activity 3 

(group writing 

activity II) 

Write Body paragraph  

-Ss will write an essay following up outli

nes.  

  

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

6:50~7:00 Break     

7:00~7:10 

(10mins) 

Activity 4 

(Group writing 

activity III) 

Write conclusion 

-Ss will write an essay following up outlines. (5 mi

ns)  

  

-In groups Ss review their body paragraphs and w

rite conclusion (5 mins) 

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

7:10~7:25 

(15mins) 

Activity 5 

(group writing 

activity II) 

Whole narrative structure and nice hooks in introd

uction 

-Let Ss know the whole narrative structure and nic

e hooks in introduction part briefly.  

  

-Let them write nice hooks individually for 5 minu

tes and let them choose the best introduction. 

  

-Use the glue and attach what they chose for the 

best introduction 

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

Scissors 

Glues 

  

7:25~7:45 

(20mins) 

Activity 5 

(Group writing 

activity IV) 

Group review 

-Have each S review certain parts with check list a

nd let them circle mistake, underline errors, and p

ut some comments of the essay in groups. (10 mi

n) 

  

-Ss will revise their writing following up the feedb

ack. (10min) 

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

  

7:45~7:50 

(5mins) 

Wrap-up 

  

Closing 

The time for closing comments  

Reminding Writing assignment and Classing 

  

  

  



References for lesson 



Narrative Essays from students 



Reading Homework 



Writing Homework 

2015 Theme: The theme for this year's contest related to the core mission of exchange students in Sookmyung 

Women’s University, which has always been centered on educational, responsible, and cultural immersion 

exchange program. This time of narrative essay is on purpose of sharing your valuable experiences through 

exchange student program. We were looking for pieces which reflected a respect for what you have learned from 

native peoples, their cultures, and/or their unique relationship to the land—and how you put your new awareness 

and empathy into action.  

 

The focus of the exchange student narrative was to remain squarely on the people and land which had in some 

ways transformed your vision of the world and had led you to new realizations or epiphanies which may have 

inspired you to become a student, a volunteer, a writer, or any other activity influenced by your experiences 

abroad.  



Reflection 2 Self reflection 

1. What happened? 

It was the first teaching of our teaching team me and Minjoo. The theme was study abroad, and we made lesson plans to let little sisters know the narrative essay. 

  

2. What worked? 

On Tuesday, I taught narrative essay and focused on its structure and vivid expressions. During the lesson, I had to change time for most of activities but I think I finished all I 

planned. On Thursday, Minjoo's teaching was done based on culture shock and I believe that little sisters enjoyed their story telling. 

 

3. What didn't work? 

When I taught, too much of time for explanations were given. I think that it was enough for reading homework. I planned brief explanation, but I felt nervous and took time for 

explanation a lot. And, I felt that time management is very difficult. 

 

4. What can we do better next time? 

Less explanation but more time for brainstorming which provides littles sisters personal experiences and back ground. And, I will plan for more time for revision next time. 



Reflection 2 Peer reflection 

I saw little sisters really enjoyed this week. Theme was very interesting and your exact guideline helped them to understand and engage in the lesson so well.  

Dear Kyeongran, in response to your Week 11 reflection, I was really happy to see on the videos how much effort you put in to try to help your little sisters work well as a team! Sometimes, 

things work out smoothly and little sisters get into their roles quite naturally and work well together, as you noticed on Tuesday. At other times, there may be some differences or difficulties 

when some students are grouped together. This is normal, and as facilitators, we need to aim for students to be able to work together smoothly. We can do so through various ways, such as 

how we group students together, reminding them of some norms of good group behavior to follow, and intervening as necessary during the group discussions. What do you think was the 

reason for them not working well together? This would determine the course of action you should take as a consequence.  

I think you did a great job this week. Even though you were nervous at the beginning I felt that you got more comfortable as the class progressed. Also the material and activities 

that you prepared were very engaging and enjoyable for the students and they seemed to enjoy composing their stories. Time management is difficult for every teacher and I 

think flexibility and adaptability are important skills in this regard. I think you were very flexible in terms of giving students enough time to complete their activities. 

I thought giving more time was a good idea. I guess you already calculated the time management before the class. You already mentioned the certain time to Ss to finish their 
writing, but of course, they couldn't. And you gave them 5 minutes or 10 minutes more later, and it made students not only pushing them to finish but also revising their own 
writing if they already finished it.  

Hello, Kyeonran, 
Although you were very nervous, you looked to have a confidence and you did your best for time management. 
 



Lesson Plan 3  
Practicum 1 Lesson Plan 

 
Week 14: Evaluation 
 
Topic: Food 
 
Objective:  
• to have students create an evaluative essay by having enough 

details and ideas that are clearly started 
• to have students have a clear goal in their writing 
• to introduce the idea of revision as a major part of the writing 

process 
 
Time: Thu, 6:00 – 7: 5o 
 
Number of Students: 13 students  
 
Overview of the lesson on Tuesday: Tuesday, December 1 



Time Process Activity Materials 

  

6:00~6:10 

(10mins) 

Introducti

on  

Greeting 

Checking reading homework and introduce the 

process of the class 

ppt 

  

  

6:10~6:20 

(10mins) 

Activity 1 

(Warm-up

) 

Rank it 

-Each group will rank the Korean street food. (

떡볶이, 어묵, 순대, 치킨 etc.) 

-After making their rank chart, each group will 

present their rank result to other groups. 

  

ppt 

printout 

(Rank chart) 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

Candies 

  

6:20~6:30 

(10mins) 

Activity 2 

(group) 

Brainstorming and Outlining 

-Ss will compare and rating about coffee shop

s. (Starbucks, Caffebene, Coffee Monster, Bons

ol) 

  

Ppt 

printout 

(Rank chart) 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

  

6:30~6:50 

(20mins) 

Activity 3 

(group) 

Write Body paragraph 

1) First Criteria 

-Ss will write a topic sentence and judgment o

n the evaluative criteria, and use appropriate tr

ansition words/phrases to move from thesis to 

first reason. 

  

2) Support for Reason 

-Textual support, quotations, example cases, st

atistics, comparisons. 

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pencil 

6:50~7:00 Break     

7:00~7:25 

(25mins) 

Activity 4 

(group) 

Write conclusion and introduction 

 1) Conclusion 

-Ss will write the restate thesis and premises. 

-Each group short of conclusion length of paper. 

  

2) Introduction 

-Ss will write the present the thesis and write a p

aragraph introduction the subject. 

-Ss will glue the picture which provided in brainst

orm in the paper then they will write introduction

. 

After two paragraph, Ss will put together all of pa

ragraph in A3paper. 

  

ppt 

Paper 

  

7:25~7:45 

(10mins) 

Activity 5 

(group) 

Revision 

-Ss will exchange the essays with different groups 

and check their essays. 

ppt 

Paper 

Pen/pe

ncil 

  

7:45~7:50 

(5mins) 

Wrap-up 

  

Closing 

The time for closing comments  

Reminding Writing assignment and Classing 

  

  

  



References for lesson 



Evaluative Essays from students 



Reading Homework 



Reflection 3 Self reflection 

1. What happened? 

On Tuesday, our teaching group Minjoo and I prepared the lesson about how to write evaluative essay. 4 groups wrote evaluative essay by interacting each other. The sequence 

was processed with warmup, brainstorming & outlining, actual evaluative writing, and revision. We posted what they wrote  on the wall so that other students see it. 

 

2. What worked? 

In previous lesson, I found that I explained a lot. So, I prepared related activities only instead of explaining. The whole lesson was processed well as we made with our lesson plan 

overall. I believe that given references with various vocabulary provided before they went on writing were helpful when they write evaluative essay. 

 

3. What did not work? 

We put enough time for revision in our lesson plan. However, as the writing time extended, we gave students revision time for 10 minutes only.  

 

4. What will I do next time to make it better? 

While I was in English in action writing class, I found that some of students did not want to look their writing again, but actually when I remind our feedback form, I found that 

many students want to get feedback about what they wrote. Giving time for more revision is crucial, and I believe they will provide them to improve their writing skill. 



Reflection 3 Peer reflection 

Yes, I also noticed that the students in this class really hate to revise their work. We really need to push them to do this or they will not even try. I think that we need to give 

them time, but making sure that they use that time well is also difficult. 

Your teaching skills are getting better and I liked your exact pronunciation and direction during class:) 

Hi Kyeongran, as you mentioned in your reflection, this class was an improvement as you spent minimal time teaching the concepts that were already in the reading homework. Well 

done! This makes for a more student-centered class! As for the revision time, it could have been longer, but 10 minutes for revision is not that short (if you are not including the feedback 

process). What's very important is that they are also revising as they are writing, and big sisters and little sisters are giving feedback during the writing stage, too. Then, they may not 

need to make considerable revisions after finishing the whole essay. 



   Belief 3 :   
     Belief in Students 

Action Research 

in English in Action Writing class 

at Sookmyung Women’s University  



Action research in English in action writing  

 

Overview: This is a truly student-centered class which focuses on helping students build their global English writing 

competence through a range of different tasks created specifically for the students. The entire class is planned around 

having students perform real-world writing tasks designed and arranged according to the ACTFL Proficiency 

Guidelines and the WPT (Writing Proficiency Test). The class employs a flexible-grouping approach throughout 

meaning that students will be engaged with their peers and special group leaders throughout the duration of the 

class but the groups will also change each week. Tasks are custom designed for the students in the class on the basis 

of a detailed needs analysis, so the students engage in tasks that not only interest them but which they also need to 

practice to improve their writing proficiency. For the most part, the class will involve the students in a variety of tasks 

focused on meaning and purpose. As a result, in this class the students will be generating large amounts of language 

that will be closely monitored so that helpful feedback can be provided. 

 

About English in action writing Class 



Objective: The main objective of this course is to give the students an opportunity to develop skills and strategies 

for increasing their global writing proficiency in English. This goal, in effect, will also provides students with 

opportunities to build the skills necessary for attaining an acceptable score on the WPT and the writing portion on a 

range of standardized proficiency exams. Both of these goals will be achieved through in and out of class practice 

and development. The focus here is primarily on writing, but it should be acknowledged that in the classroom all four 

skills will be used and will also develop. 

 
Place: Sookmyung Women’s University 

 
Time: September 1, 2015 – December 15, 2015, Every Tuesday and Thursday, 6:00 – 7: 5o 
 
Number of Students: 9 MA TESOL graduate students (big sisters) & 13 undergraduate students (little sisters) 
 



 

Problem Area: The result of survey showed that students wanted to get guidelines and feedbacks in detail from their 

professor. They also wanted to improve the English writing skill and use more complicated sentences. Every week we 

wrote the reflection on the board about writing class, according to most of facilitators mentioned the feedback. They 

tried to give find information and also do some part they needed help. 

For example, according to our one of big sisters’ reflection, “I tried to give find information and also do some part 

they needed help. For example, they could not come up with a topic sentence and find some adjectives which could 

describe thing more in detail”. And, another big sister mentioned, I sometimes helped them some grammar and 

pushed them to finish writing on time”. 

Action research 
 

Context Area: This action research writes to students in Sookmyung Women’s University. The number of students is 

13 with junior and senior of class. Most of students’ major are English and the main course of the class is English in 

action writing focused on essay writing. The classes were processed two days in a week, on Tuesday and Thursday, 

and we had one hour and fifty minutes each class followed schedule. The facilitator consists of nine members as big 

sister and teacher. Nine of big sisters made into four groups, and each group prepared one week classes. 



Types of Feedback Description 

Week 7/ Direct Self Feedback 

  

- Each group of students review self-evaluation their writing with revision checklist. 

- The written feedback material with questioners which are form focus of feedback: grammar, spelling, topic sentence, and supporting detail etc. 

Week 7/Direct Peer Feedback 

  

- Each group of students exchanges the writing group to group work together to review the writing and comments to the peer partner. 

- The feedback paper written with questioners which are form focus of feedback: grammar, spelling, topic sentence, and supporting detail etc. 

Week 9/ Error Code Self Feedback 

  

- Each group of student review using the error code feedback to find their writing mistake. 

- Each group of student review the writing mistake using an error code revision checklist; SP - spelling and WW - wrong word etc. 

Week 10/ Error Code Peer Feedback 

  

- Each group of students exchanges the writing group to group work together to review the writing and comments to the peer partner. 

- Students work together to check their writing mistake using error code and comments to each other. 

Week 11/ Indirect Self Feedback 

  

- Each group of student review the writing mistake using the indirect written feedback and students reflect their writing error in group. 

- The written feedback checklist mark to just underline or make mark which is topic sentence or grammatical 

Week 12/ Indirect Peer Feedback 

  

- Each group of students exchange their writing to reflect each other with the indirect written feedback which is just underline or mark from other stu

dents. 

- Students give to the other group the grammar mistake and writing error marked underline and yes or no answers.  

Intervention Plan 



Evaluation form 

 

No. 1:  Helpful? 
 

 

No. 2:  Comprehensible? 
 

 

No. 3:  Satisfied? 
 

Quantitative Data 

Qualitative Data 

Comments from Ss 



Quantitative Data 

Results 



Qualitative Data (Helpful) 

Direct Self  

(Oct. 13) 

I like the activity though, it is hard for me to make my own mnemonic. However, it is helpful for my language learning I hope I can get more benefit from this class, specially, 

about English writing. 

I couldn’t find my own mistake. I think it is not really good for me to do the evaluation for myself. 

I highly evaluate about myself, so I don’t think it is highly useful. 

Direct Peer 

(Oct. 15) 

I think it is effective, because my partner can ask some question that she don’t understand about my writing. 

I think that feedback from friend can be more effective than self-assessment especially in writing because they can notice the things that we did not catch. 

Error code self 

(Oct. 27) 

I think it would be great help with my essay writing. 

Error code peer 

(Nov. 5) 

Today class is pretty hard but it is helpful. 

Thank you. It would be helpful when I actually need to apply for a jog later. 

Indirect self 

(Nov. 12) 

I was able to read my read my writing again and find any errors that I have made. 

Worked everything together.  I could correct my grammar spelling mistakes.  By checking writing again.  It was based on detail feedback.  More detailed cate

gories for self review. I could see my mistakes how to write a report. 

Indirect peer 

(Nov. 17) 

I was able to receive better expressions and was able to correct my grammar and spelling mistakes. 

Ordering advices were good for me.  Helped us throughout the writing.  Need feedback about the content. Since we learned about narrative essay, I want to 

get some feedback about a structure and contents. (e.g. hook, and plot of the story) 

I like the activity today. It helps me to be able to write my narrative essay. I got too many hints for writing.  I want to know more about reaction. Their impressi

ons of content. 



Qualitative Data (Comprehensible) 

Direct Self  

(Oct. 13) 

It was comprehensible and making me mnemonic is really effective I already I learned the word loquacious and repudiate. 

Direct Peer 

(Oct. 15) 

Took a long time for a feedback and feedback’s clarity depends on the partner. 

Error code self 

(Oct. 27) 

None 

Error code peer 

(Nov. 5) 

Feedback format for resume was not appropriate since there was no sentences used in resume. 

Indirect self 

(Nov. 12) 

Feedback was given with same examples.  Explained everything so we can understand. I didn’t have difficulty understanding it. 

Made me think again. Yes, with clear.  Yes or no questions were good. Detailed divided categories.  If other people give me the feedbacks will be better then myself. 

Indirect peer 

(Nov. 17) 

I was given with many examples.  Explained in detail.  We need more explanation.  They caught our grammatical mistakes that we did not know. 



Qualitative Data (Satisfied) 

Direct Self  

(Oct. 13) 

I really enjoyed about topic sentence and writing it on my own. 

I enjoyed the class. Very interesting and fun. 

Direct Peer 

(Oct. 15) 

I hope getting more feedback from peer. 

I want to get more detailed feedback, but the peers didn’t give me enough feedback about grammar and structured factors. 

Enjoyed getting feedbacks because it allowed me to have self-reflection time about my writing. 

Error code self 

(Oct. 27) 

Big sister gave us good feedbacks. I’m satisfied of those. 

Nothing much to say over here besides that love getting these feedbacks every single time I come here. 

When writing an essay, 4 people is too much. 

Error code peer 

(Nov. 5) 

In evaluation about resume, I was a bit disappointed that it didn’t have format box. I think format is important. 

Indirect self 

(Nov. 12) 

I was able to get a lot of help and courage.  Learned new information.  It was informative.  Gave me away to rethink.  I can reread what I wrote again. 

It would be good if you make more categories to check for this feedback evaluation form. Sometimes I am confused with.  I gave myself generous feedback.  I will 

try to correct my mistake through this feedback. 

Indirect peer 

(Nov. 17) 

I was able to receive better expressions and was able to correct my grammar and spelling mistakes. 

Was fun and finished accordingly.  I thought I did my best. 

I think that we are always having really short time for feedback. I want to get more information from others on my work. 



Research Question: How can we enhance students’ writing proficiency through giving effective feedback? Results 

Week 7 

 
Week 12 

 



Discussion 

Through 3 questions asking for if feedback was helpful, comprehensible, and satisfied with scale of each 

question varied from not applicable to 4 very in the feedback evaluation form we collected quantitative data, 

and through additional comments students wrote we collected qualitative data. The result graphs illustrates that 

students felt more helpful and comprehensible with self feedback compared to peer feedback. And, students 

were satisfied with any types of feedback which encourage students to write improved paragraphs and essays. 

Furthermore, through the comments from students, we found that they enjoyed time for feedback evaluation 

within a group. Also, students mentioned that the lessons they have taught were helpful and comprehensible. 

Although there was not enough time for revision or evaluation, students felt satisfied with given time for 

feedback. The results we collected is consistent with Ali (2011) and Rollinson (2005) mentioned. 

 

• Ali (2011) : Errors and feedback in Second Language Acquisition (SLA) class  

• Rollinson (2005): Using peer feedback in the ESL writing class 



Limitation 

Conclusion 

There was limitation we had especially because of several reasons. First, we conducted self direct feedback 

instead of peer direct feedback in week 7. The collaborative writing concept should have been applied when we 

conducted peer direct feedback. And, the outcome of action research has limitation because of lack of sample 

writing data. The comparison from only two writings were not enough to verify students’ improvement in writing 

proficiency. Also, Lack of time for feedback affected outcome we had. Most of time there was not enough time 

for feedback evaluation for revision. Despite of this limitation, the results we found will be valuable source to take 

a next action research. 

We collected data for 5 weeks, analyzed collected data, and had outcome results which provided the answer of how we 

can enhance students’ writing proficiency through giving effective feedback. Through feedback action research, we 

found that students prefer self feedback which was helpful and comprehensible compared to peer feedback. All 

students enjoyed their time for feedback, and they felt satisfied with all different types of feedback.  



Also, students enjoyed their group writing, and they mentioned that feedback from other students is much more helpful 

and comprehensible compared to when they revised their writing on their own. They also mentioned that the feedback 

from lessons they learned was helpful and comprehensible. 

 

However, as I mentioned previously, there were some events which made time short for revision time affected outcome. 

By reminding these factors, considering future lessons, we will conduct next research about both and peer again and 

compare both by giving students enough time for revision. I expect that peer feedback also helpful and comprehensible 

or it provides more positive effects compared to self feedback. Also, we will keep conducting research effectiveness of 

other feedbacks such as error code and indirect also. Feedback improves students’ writing proficiency. And, we believe 

that we should second action research with same various types of feedback by giving enough time for feedback. We 

expect that there is a chance to revise our first outcome for the next research. 



   Epilogue 

Conclusion 



Epilogue 

We looked into three beliefs from me, class, and students. 

All I have learned to understand how to teach effectively 

led my way to go to the next stage. I believe that what I 

learned and taught will provide me with strong beliefs for 

the future. For the future stage, as a teacher, I will keep 

studying and learning for better and effective teaching for 

students. I will keep making good lesson plans and 

continuing to do action research to improve my teaching 

skills. To make my teaching alive and to enhance students’ 

language skills in English, I will do my best as I always do. 


