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Ⅰ Introduction

I believe the saying, “making mistakes is part of 

growing.” Even though I am an elementary school 

teacher with  more than 10 years experience, I still need 

to find some missing puzzle pieces to make my 

classroom a true venue of learning for both my students 

and myself. In that sense, I am ready to make more 

mistakes and share my stories with my peer teachers. 

This time, I explored the vast sea of cooperative 

learning. Here, I revealed all my successes and failures 

for my colleague teachers to get a better picture of 

teaching and learning from the viewpoint of cooperative 

learning approach in this  portfolio. I hope it is helpful 

to you and I also expect to get insightful advice from 

you. 

June, 2013

Misoon Baik

To my colleague 

teachers



Misoon Baik
E-mail: yappiream@naver.com

Career Objectives

A proficient and passionate English teacher who can lead students to reach their own goals 
in learning English while making them confident and helping them build up positive self-
image by drawing on their potential and discovering their strengths

Education

Sept. 2011 – Aug. 2013:  Sookmyung Women’s University, Seoul. MA in TESOL

Mar. 1996 – Feb. 2000:  Seoul National University of Education, Seoul.
BA in Elementary Education 

Ⅱ Who is the puzzle solver? 

mailto:yappiream@naver.com


Work Experience

Mar. 2010 - Present:  Seoul Nam-Sa Elementary School 
Homeroom teacher and English teacher

Mar. 2005 - Feb. 2009: Seoul Bon-Dong Elementary School
Homeroom teacher and English teacher
(Coordinated and ran successful school Summer English Camp
in conjunction with a neighboring school)

Mar. 2000 – Feb. 2004: Seoul Shin-Young Elementary School 
Homeroom teacher and English teacher 
(Published school English newspaper)

Certificates

Sept. 9, 2010:  TEE-A (Teaching English in English - Ace) Certificate, 
Superintendent of Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education

Feb. 22, 2007:  1st Class Certificate of Elementary Teacher, 
Superintendent of Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education 

Oct. 19, 2006:  International TESL Program Certificate, Surrey College Certificate, 
in association with Surrey School District, Canada 
(September 21, 2006 - October 19, 2006)

Jan. 29, 2003:  Teaching English as an International Language Certificate, 
CLTA and Peel District School Board, Canada
(January 5, 2003 - January 29, 2003)

Jun. 29, 2002:  Sookmyung Women's University Certificate of TESOL
(February 1, 2002 - June 29, 2002)

Awards

2009   Commendation for running mentoring program 
Superintendent of Seoul Dongjak District Office of Education

2007   Commendation for cooperating in the running of the school with English education
Superintendent of Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education

References

Available upon the request



Teaching Philosophy

I am excited with my job as a language teacher because I believe learning a new 

language is like opening a new door which leads us to deepened understanding of the 

world we live in and ourselves. Especially, as an English learner, I’ve felt the extended 

sense of freedom and joy coming from encountering different cultures and people 

through learning English, therefore my teaching philosophy is to share these feelings 

with my young students. Considering my teaching context, teaching English to 

elementary school students in EFL setting, I set three clear teaching goals. Here are 

my goals and my current practice to actualize the goals to live up to my teaching 

philosophy.  

First, I want to help my students find their own motives to learn English for their lives. 

Even though they learn English as a subject in a mandatory education system, I hope 

they can relate this language learning to their own life as a meaningful experience and 

find its usefulness and pleasure coming from learning it. To achieve this goal, I think 

incorporating their current interests and personalized approach toward English 

learning into my lesson is the best way. In fact, it was my personal experience which 

triggered me to form this pedagogical attitude. I had a very fruitful experience of 

guiding a student to be an ardent reader in English by introducing her to children’s 

famous historical fiction series, magic tree house (written by Mary Pope Osborne, 

famous historical events were intertwined with fictional adventure with two main 

children characters). One day, in the class, she had told me that she was interested in 

history and I kept this in my mind and later I recommended this series of books to her. 

She became a big fan of this fiction series and also became a very fluent English reader 

soon after. She is still very thankful to me because of my advice which had lead her to 

enjoyable English reading.   



Secondly, I will always try to provide students with more opportunities for engaging in 

meaningful interaction using English. Basically, learning a language should be meant 

for real world use. But learning English through genuine communication events is not 

easily available for my young students who live in Korea. To overcome this limitation, I 

always seek more interactions in my classroom using communicative approaches and 

various task-based activities. According to Nunan (1989, p.10), the communicative task 

is a classroom work which involves learners in comprehending, manipulating, 

producing, or interacting in the target language while their attention is principally 

focused on meaning rather than form. I have a lot of experience in designing and 

implementing these kinds of activities in my classrooms and adopting some well-

known group work activities such as jigsaw and team project learning. I think the 

English teacher should benefit her students by taking advantage of the limited 

classroom setting as much as possible through various interactive tasks.  

Finally, I want to keep improving my teaching through my practice and training to 

become a better English teacher. Teaching experience itself already taught many things 

to me, but I think I can be more thoughtful and skillful teacher through constant 

reflections of my lessons and action research based on those reflections. To keep myself 

in accordance with my professional goals, I always eagerly participate in teacher 

training courses which are provided by the educational district board and take various 

kinds of teacher training programs. 

To be an effective and inspiring language teacher, I set the above three goals such as 

motivating my students to find their own reasons to learn English enough to be 

autonomous and proactive learners, teaching English as a real means for 

communication, and passion to improve my teaching constantly. Also, as I listed above, 

I am really trying to accomplish my professional goals through real action and new 

tryouts all the time. I always keep these three goals in my mind and try to embody my 

philosophy into concrete teaching in my everyday lessons.  



Certificates
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1. Overview of lessons





2. Needs Analysis





2. Needs Analysis Result



3. Diagnostic Assessment & Result









Lesson plan and reflections  1









Materials and photos for Lesson 1 

Retrieved from http://www.everland.com/web/everland/how/guide/how_guide_map.html

http://www.everland.com/web/everland/how/guide/how_guide_map.html


Retrieved from YBM 영어6 (김혜리)



Completing Puzzle 

together
Round Table with 

group members

We encourage one 

another!

Information Gap 

activity in pairs



Lesson plan and reflections  2









Materials and photos for Lesson 2 



Lesson plan and reflections  3









Materials and photos for Lesson 3 

Retrieved from

Throw You Tooth on the Roof: Tooth 

Traditions form Around the World 

written by Selby B. Beeler







Active discussion in jigsaw expert group



Active discussion in jigsaw expert group



Photos of other lessons

Interview each other!

Student Team Achievement Division (STAD) group study session

Chant with gestures in group



Role-Play

Ready,  Action!

Acquiring Team Name 

activity



Ⅳ- 1 Action Research

Action Research (2013)
Exploring cooperative learning 

“Promoting students’ interaction through 
cooperative learning”









































Ⅳ- 2 Mini Research 

Mini Research (2012)
Internet-Based Language Learning 

For English Writing & Interaction outside the classroom

“Namsa Twitter Club”

































Ⅴ Epilogue

This practicum course was one of the most rewarding training  
sessions in my whole teaching career. In the process of this well-
balanced program which needs action and at the same time its 
robust theoretical background, I experienced the truth that 
learning takes place by doing, making  mistakes, and reflecting on 
what happened and how I could have done it better by making 
different choices. This course pushed me to  spend more time 
designing and reflecting on my lessons and also gave me many 
ideas about how to design  lessons and how to be a reflective 
teacher. 

Especially, conducting action research was a precious experience 
for me. As I implemented and recorded the lessons I planed, I 
realized that there is still long way to go in order to shift my 
lessons from teacher-centered to student-centered. Some small 
successful moments such as students’ active participation in the 
activities or signs of cooperative learning attitudes made me 
tremendously happy and confident. Indeed, no pain no gain. 

I deeply appreciate all the learning opportunities and advice that I 
got from my enthusiastic professors, Dr. Rozells and Dr. van 
Vlack. Also, I thank my classmates a lot for the encouragement 
and support.      



The missing pieje was …
Joy  of  Learning Together.

And
It was in my classroom!




