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Minaje, Song



Introduction

This showcase portfolio demonstrates how I, as an 

English teacher have developed professionalism. 

The evidences in this portfolio will give you a snapshot of

my previous teaching career and the development I have  

undergone over MA TESOL program at Sookmyung 

Women’s University at Seoul. 
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Professional background

The information in this chapter is about my previous

teaching career and my views about teaching English.

Resume

Teaching philosophy

Reference
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The demand for English teachers in public schools is getting bigger. In order to meet social needs for 

teachers, I have tried communicative ways I have learned at professional workshops and TESOL programs. As 

an English teacher, my goal is to guide students to develop their communicative competence by interacting, 

cooperating with each other, and developing social manners.

The first part of my teaching philosophy is to help students interact one another in English. English ability 

is not just grammar knowledge, but a kind of social skill needed in a real life. In this respect, students can use 

the actual language through pair and group work. Interactive classes apply various kinds of activities such as 

game, information-gap, role play, simulation, project, brainstorming, and jigsaw. These kinds of activities enable 

learners to give and receive feedback on what they have heard and said. Pair and group work have a purpose of 

exchange of information or ideas, that is, a real purpose of communication. 

Cooperation is another important component of my teaching ideas. I think students can benefit from 

meaningful cooperation. In a small group, low-proficiency students can lower their fear of English, and they can 

take risks of speaking out. They can become interested in English and even improve self-esteem. On the other 

hand, high-proficiency students can reinforce their skills by helping the low-level classmates. There is a saying 

that teaching is the best way of learning. A high-level student can serve as a role of a teacher, that is, an 

assistant or a facilitator in a small group. 

Teaching philosophy
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Teaching philosophy

My students should get prepared to speak appropriately according to contexts, interlocutors, and culture. 

Social manners are required for Korean people since the Korean society is getting multicultural. More and more 

foreigners– not only Americans but also people with different cultural backgrounds like Europe, East Asia or 

Middle East - have lived in Korea. However, many Korean people do not know how to start or end conversation 

appropriately and lack the knowledge of the topics to avoid according to different cultures. In order to equip 

students with the conversation rules and the cultural knowledge, role-plays or/and simulations can be used.

My underlying ideas about teaching are to make interactive and cooperative classes and to guide students 

to develop communication manners. English is not a subject stuck in a classroom, but a social skill needed in 

outside classes. As a language teacher, I want to help students to enjoy learning and to extend their English 

uses above the classroom levels. 
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Lesson plan

Instructional materials

Pictures about teaching

Reflective journal

Role of the facilitator

Professional development

Over the Practicum course, I designed and evaluated practical curriculum design and 

classroom teaching techniques in an interactive and low-stress environment. The following 

evidences shows how I have grew to be a more enthusiastic and more effective teacher. 
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1. Theme: advertisement

2. Language items: adjectives expressing approbation (wonderful, effective, etc.) & persuasive verbs ( recommend, must, etc.) 

3. Language function: persuasive writing 

4. Objectives: Students will be able to persuade others to take some actions.

5. The description of the whole class

Lesson plan

Time Activities Procedure

7:50~8:00 ( 10") Homework check Checking the reading homework

8:00~8:15 ( 15")
Activity 1.

Be a copy writer!
Group-competition game: Matching the copies T shows on the screen to the ad images & the product items 

8:15~8:30 ( 15")
Activity 2.

Complete the advertisement.
Writing captions in the incomplete ad: writing about good characteristics of the given product item

8:30~9:00 ( 30")
Activity 3.

Who is the best sales woman?

Pairs make a print ad for the quality and the product and the ads are presented and Ss do imaginary shopping.

The pair who sells the most wins the prize.

9:00~9:10 Break

9:10~9:15 ( 5")
Activity 4.

What comes next?
Watching TV CF & guessing the product 

9:15~10:00 ( 45")
Activity 5.

Impossible is nothing!
Persuasive group writing: the purpose of writing is selling the given product item to the given target country 

10:00~10:30 ( 30") Activity 6. Conclusion Jigsaw presentation & writing conclusion



The pictures for the 

activity of matching 

the ad image to the 

copy

Instructional materials
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The answer key of the game “Be a copy writer!”

Instructional materials



The cards of quality and product for 

the activity “Who’s the best sales 

woman?”

A student’s sample work

: the poster for cushion & 

comfort

Instructional materials



The products and 

the target countries 

of the activity 

“Impossible is 

nothing!”

Instructional materials
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The fun 

moment 

during the 

game led 

by me

I circulated the 

classroom 

during the 

group work.

The students in my 

lesson gave peer-

feedback .
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I actively participated 

as a learner in the lesson 

led by other peer teachers.

I gave a cue 

for the game.

I gave interactive

feedback.

Pictures about teaching
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To motivate students, I wore 

an apron & used  cooking tools 

in the lesson about cooking.

I gave the clear direction 

of the activity.

Pictures about teaching



Reflective journal

I reflected on my teaching practices and have made efforts to improve the 

quality of my next lessons.

The lesson about foods and recipes is the first time for Heejin and me to lead a class. It was not 

easy to make appropriate pre-and during-decisions even though I have learned much from the class 

observation and participation as a big sister. The evaluative decisions are done about how to manage 

four factors of the lesson: material, transitions, competitiveness, and whole-class feedback.  

Too many materials and stuffs lower effectiveness, so “Make it simple!” would be the motto of my 

next lesson. We planned to do activities with the use of real foods – snacks, waffles, and many kinds of 

toppings. Waffles were bought 2 hours before the real lesson, so they got stale when students ate 

them. We should have made it delivered at the time of the waffle activity. I regret that I really made a 

silly decision. Preparing for many things at one time can lead one to lose judgment. 

eye-contacts with students and saw many students nod their heads as a sign of understanding. 

Furthermore, after the Some parts of transitions did I deal with well, but poorly with other parts, so next 

time I will put more energy to orchestrate the bridging moments. I think I showed good handling of the 

opening and wrap up of the class. At the opening stage, I showed some cooking utensils and 

demonstrated cooking verbs to check if students studied vocabulary in the reading assignment. I made 

activegroup presentation, I pointed out weaknesses and strengths of each group’s task. It was a great 

point. Other transitions were too simple such as “The next activity is ~” and ”Let’s move on to the next 

activity.” Giving more attractive signals for a change would be needed next time. 



Reflective journal

Competitiveness factor, which makes lesson lively, was not included in my lesson. The second 

activity and the third one were cooperative pair work. The pattern of doing an activity was the same, so 

I watched some students feel tired of the repetitive pattern. I should have made the third task of 

unscrambling recipes as a competitive game. All the tasks of my lesson were focused on cooperation. 

Next time, I will balance competitiveness and cooperation.

Whole-class feedback would have been more appropriate than personal checking for the second 

and third activity. After each pair work, I gave answer sheets and asked students to compare their 

results and answers. One student said, “Oh, oops. Answer? Okay.” and I felt the voice tone was 

somewhat annoying. I dealt GEP students as if they had been middle school students, who are my 

target learners at my work place! While I observed students correct the wrong parts, they came up with 

various answers, which were also right. 

This lesson enlarged my view about the structures of the whole lesson. I will keep in mind that I 

should preplan the materials and prepare for some teacher talks as interesting transitions. In addition, 

Competitiveness and whole-class feedback should be incorporated in the next lesson plans. 



Role of facilitator

The following is a letter from one of the  GEP students. Though the student is introverted, I 

tried to lower her affective filter and facilitated her learning process. In this respect, this 

letter indicates my teaching ability as a facilitator.

Dear Mrs. Song,

Hi! I’m Namhee in GEP class. How are you? Yesterday was the last time to meet us. When I attended 

the GEP class, I actually was worried about attending the class. Do you remember? When I attended 

the first class, my face was stiff. However I had a great time due to your care. You are very kind of all 

the students. I think you are very diligent and you try to develop my English skill. I think continuous 

struggle is needed in near future so I would like to follow your attitude. I thank you about your act. I 

won a prize thanks to you! I don’t forget this class. I was accustomed to attending the class which is 

not needed to the interaction. However through this class, I realized the interaction is the important

factor which entertains the people to attend the class. I had seen your joyful face when our team got

the good grade or prize. At that time, I thought you are suitable to your job. You may think student’s 

delight is your delight. I convince you will give your students good inspiration. I think the teacher in a 

middle school is obliged to guide students in good place. I heard when the time passes by, the world 

changes and the control of students is hard. If it is true, you may be hard to control students. However 

your heart is warm so if you show your warm to the students, you will be the excellent teacher. Your

English ability is wonderful so I think thing to come back is easy! 

I hope you will follow the luck and become a good teacher again. Minjae teacher will be every good day

and I finish this letter. Bye!

Sincerely,

Nam-Hee 



Professional achievement

Teacher’s license

Certificates

Awards

Journal publication

Action research project

The following evidences show what I have achieved 

during my previous teaching career.
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Teacher’s license



Certificates

Certification of Teaching English to 

Speakers of Other Languages

Certification of completing MATE test 

rater training workshop



Awards

Prize in a teaching contest, Education Council of 

Kyungki-do



Awards

Commendations



Journal publication

“Issues in EFL” is a biannual journal published by the Student Union of the Graduate School of 

TESOL, TESOL MA, Sookmyung Women's University. My report writing was incorporated in 

“Issues in EFL” vol. 7, No. 1. 



Action research project 

 Theme

The influence of using pre-writing strategies on the score in the writing homework 

and the time for writing

 Problem

The GEP student, Hyemin spent too many  hours on writing homework and her 

score did not improve.

 Research Questions

1) Does making a mind map and an outline help to improve the score of writing?

2) Does making a mind map and an outline save the time of writing? 

 Action Plan  

1) writing planner

2) mind-maps,  and outlines



Action research project

 Conclusion

1) Hyemin’s writing score did not improve. Her score 

stayed in OK+ except week9. 

2) Hyemin showed improvements in the quality of her 

writing. However, we can’t conclude that the use of the 

pre-writing strategies definitely enhanced the writing 

skill due the existence of many other variables 

(e.g., writing practices, the class leaders’ 

or/and Big sisters’ guidance or scaffolding, etc. )

3) Hyemin’s writing time has been decreased. 

 Recommendation

In order to improve the writing score, we should help the students to use the after-

writing strategies such as proofreading or editing as well as prewriting strategies.
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