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The Winter Reading Project 
 
Background 
The winter reading project is simple and should be useful. In order for the students in this 
class to form some background knowledge and ideas prior to the start of the class it is 
important that each person reads a bit over the winter break. The purpose of this reading 
is to keep the students’ academic skills primed as well as to provide them with what is 
seen as valuable information for the course. The book the students will read for this course 
is a fairly simple, easy to read book focusing on practical aspects of engaging learners. 
 
Winter Reading Text 
Conrad, R.-M. and Donaldson, A. (2011). Engaging the on-line learner: Activities and 
resources for creative instruction (2nd Edition). New York: Jossey-Bass.  
 
 
Requirements and Guidelines 
Basically the students need to read Conrad and Donaldson (2011) in its entirety. That is 
the main and most important requirement. In order to extend that knowledge and to get 
students to try to internalize some of the concepts students are expected to answer just 
one question about the reading and what they have gotten from it. A rough draft of the 
student’s answers should be brought to the first class session, where we will use the 
answers to the question as a way of reviewing the text in general. The final version of 
project is due in class on March 13th. 
 
Question 
What was the most useful thing you were able to learn from this book? 
 
Your write up should be about 1,500 words in length and follow APA format as closely as 
possible. Citations and quotations from outside academic sources are not necessary for 
this write up, but could be useful. More, I want you to focus on your own experience and 
beliefs based on that experience and how that correlates to what is presented in the book. 
The more personal /reflective nature of this project, however, must not be an excuse for 
sloppy writing. Your writing should be clear and well-organized, that means focused. Don’t 
just make a list of things. I would really like people to pick one thing they found the most 
useful and really develop that idea. 
 


